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COVER STORY: Let the good times roll!

What plants are hot plants for 2010? Here are our
"best bets” to help you make the most of spring
lllustration: Matt Collins

Straighten up and buy right
Doing your homework will help make the buying
process work in your favor

Learn before you lease
New garden center operators should dig deep,
ask questions before signing on the dotted line

Time to check in with your customers
Reconnect with customers and see how your
products performed this year

People Behind the Plants
Denny Werner has made big strides in the
breeding of Buddieia and Cercis

Banking on growth
Baker Creek, an heirloom-seed retailer, branches
out with a new store in California

This just in!
Here are five new product ideas geared to meet
the needs of a new generation of customers

How to make the most of a trend
Cross-sell these products with your edibles and
watch profits grow
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What plants are hot plants for 20107
Here are our "best bets” to help you
make the most of spring

fthe random generic New Year represents a

fresh start, what we're christening this month

is a shaken Etch-A-Sketch, a Jumbe Pencil
erasure and an 11th-hour governar’s pardon all in
oe.

AND on steroids.

The year past was many things, few of which
were of the “write home” variety ~ unless you
make a habit of writing really depressing letters
to the loved ones. A wretched economy teamed
with crazy weather to send many hort businesses
recling. And the consensus feeling was that 2010
couldn’t arrive soon enough.

Well, now it’s here, signaling the start of the
turnaround everyone is hoping for — and the
leap forward the prudent-thinking garden center
operators plan and then take.

While there will be all manner of new prod-
ucts for 2010, the ones that remain the lifeblood
of the industry flow red — and yellow and green
and blue and ... well. practically every other hue
you can do in the garden. With that in mind, we
recently did some storming of the brain, as well
as some tanking of the think and ...

And then we said, “What the heck, why don't
we just suggest some great plants for 20102"

Here are our best bets for the garden — and the
garden center - listed in alphabetical order. Oh.,
and lest you think we're just throwing things to
see if they'll stick, we've also offered evidence to

show why our choices should be yours as well.

BY YALE YOUNGBLOOD, EDITOR
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AHMGEXTRA LIFE

Greatest Guarantee-Offer PROOFS Ever
SINCE 1940, wunchallenged —
D $5,000. GUARANTEED {0 be

World CHAMPION

#1 ACTIVATOR, #1 Trans/ #1 Extra

#1 REVIVER, PLANTER, GROWER,

"1 PERFEC TER

@ Full refund AFTER use by established
U.S. firm or government agency if
buyer-user regrets buying first gallon.

DDED TO 21 FERTILIZERS by 21 Growers

WORLD' S FAIR SCIENCE-MEDAL-WINNING

VITAMINS-HORMONES

VITAMIN INSTITUTE
Phone (800) 441-VITA (8482

12610 Salicoy Street Soulh.
FAX (818) 766-VITA (8482)

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, €A 91605

www.superthrive.com
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IHusion
fpomoea
series

Echinacea
"Hot Lava’

Heuchera
)| ‘Berry
Smoothie’

llusion Ipomoea series (Proven

Winners). Cool new colors and
shapes bring more interest to an an-
nual staple, and what annual staple
couldn’t use a little more interest-
bringing?

*J ust when you thought we were
Jgoing 1o leave out Echinacea ‘“Hot
Lava’' (Terra Nova Nurseries), you find
it here, smack in the middle of our
list. ‘Hot Lava’ features wide petals of
deep orange-red tint to a deeper red al
the orange cone. Extra petals give this
plant a fuller look, and super-strong
stems make it a natural for cut flowers.
Take a dip! Yes, it's hot, hot, hot!

I < ings, queens, dukes and even
some carls will tell you: Heu-
chera ‘Berry Smoéothie’ (Terra Nova

Nurseries) is one smoothie operator in
the landscape.
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Laucanthemum
‘Banana Cream’

Pansies

Mandevilla "Vivian’

COVER STORY

Banana Daiquiri
Patio b Garden
Orchid

Miscanthus
‘Huron Star’

‘Hot Lava’ features wide petals of deep orange-red tint to a
deeper red at the orange cone. Extra petals give this plant a
fuller look, and the super-strong stems make it a natural for cut
flowers. Take a dip! Yes, it's hot, hot, hot!

eucanthemum ‘Banana Cream’

(Walters Gardens). You read it
here first: Customers want to have
“happy” gardens this spring, full of

bright colors. This is as bright as it gets.

ammoth pansies (Goldsmith

Seeds) are to the garden what
the Dallas Cowboys’ new home is to
stacliums: Big and showy. Gotta love
that.

ew crape myrtles, such as Delta
Jazz (Southern Living Plant

Collection/PDSI). A versatile medium-

size shrub, Delta Jazz features bright
medium-pink blooms contrasting
brilliantly with dark burgundy-capped
leaves. Tough and colorful. A winner.

www.gardencentermagazine.com

rchids need to be on the list, for
Osurc, especially the Banana Dai-
quiri Patio & Garden Orchid (Hort
Couture). These orchids love the heat,
direct sun and humidity.

lease, please, please don’t forget

to point your customers toward
Miscanthus ‘Huren Star’ (Walters
Gardens) — this is one great ornamen-
tal grass.

uit complaining that we've left
Qout Mandevilla ‘Vivian' (South-
ern Living Plant Collection/PDSI).
How could anything so prolifically
pink be left out of any list of impor-
tant/sellable plants - especially during
this, the happy garden year?
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AND GREAT PR wITH
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Launch a Smile Campaign

Create great PR for your husiness by ordering a
We Grow Similes Campaign kit, complete with all
the marketing materials you need to plan a plant

giveaway. Just pick a high-traffic location such

as a coffee shop, hang your banner, wear your

t-shirts, and hand out plants specially tagged
with your message. It will generate customer
smiles and goodwill for your business.

Host a Container
Gardening Seminar

Our Blaom Box kit has everything you need
to host a container gardening event,

To take advantage of these great
opportunities to promote your garden
center, calt 877-895-8138 or visit
www.pweertified com.

PW

PROVEN
WINNERS

Nothing Sefls Faster
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Charisma

Trccs remain oh-so-very-important
to garden center operatars ~ the
prudent ones, anyway. All retail-

ers should be prudent and continue
(‘l'lL'uur;lging customers to pi;m[ trees

this year. Doing so helps the envi-
ronment and the nursery illdl.l.stry.
And encouraging customers to buy
Majestic Spires northern pin oak
{Bailey Nurseries) makes you look all
the wiser.

Unlcss you're, like, just totally
square, you'll be rounding up
beaucoup quantities of Baptisia
australis to sell this spring, The 2010
Perennial Plant of the Year, baptisia —
a.k.a. blue false indigo or wild indigo
~ is one of the more adaptable native
species.

‘ Joltage Yellow osteospermum
(Ball FloraPlant). This new
introduction is ideal for large baskets

and containers — it’s the first osteo in
bloom and the last osteo out of bloom.

Wc think that we shall never see
a poem as lovely as this tree:
Charisma Nuttal oak (Monrovia).
Fantastic fall foliage color. That’s three
Fs and a C — reminiscent of my oldest
son’s first college grade report. He got
A later in life. This plant gets A's now.

www gardencentermagazine.com
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Voltage Yellow osteospermum

Euphorbia
Breathless

zinnia

X‘M(‘n ... World ... of calamitous
developments ... The category
here is “Series.” And one of the best
around is the Heatwave Salvia series
(Monrovia). This plant is drought-
tolerant and colorful. A winner.

ale really likes Euphorbia Breath-

less Blush (BallFloraPlant), the
first enphorbia with red-flushed leaves
and pink-flushed flowers, [t can be
used alone or in combinations, as well
as for holiday gift planters. Maybe
that’s why Yale really likes it.

Zahar.‘l series of zinnia (Pan
American Seed). With the largest
flowers and most vivid colors (six in
all, plus a mix), Zahara zinnias are sure
to attract tons of attention. g

SOURCES: Anthony Tesselaar: tesselaarcom; Bailey
Nurseries: baileynurseries.com; BallFloraPlant: ball
floraplant.com; Centerton Nursery: centertonnursery.
com; Conard-Pyle: conard ;J}\‘il ccom; David Austin
Roses: devidaustinroses.com; Eastern Shore/Hollybrook
Orchard: Fall Creel: Farm & Nursery: fallcreeknursery.
cam: Goldsmith Seeds: www.goldsmithseeds.com; Hort
Couture: hortc HIHIU'('p}lllll.‘-J'r)l?l.’ Jackson & Perkins:
jacksonandperkins.com: Monrovia: Menrovia.com;
Novalis: novalis.com; Pan American Seed: panamseed.
com; Proven Winners: provenwinners.com; Sakata:
sakata.com; Southern Living Plant Collection/PDSI:
southernlivingplants.com; Syngenta: syngenta.com;
Terra Nova Nurseries: terranovanurseries.com;
Walters Gardens: waltersgardens.com; Weeks Roses:

weeksroses.com
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Decorate
Your
Garden
Center

WitTH HELP
FROM PROVEN
WINNERS'

PW

PROVEN
WINNERS

PROVEN
WINNERS

PPN
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Now
available in
a new mini
size!

8 ColorWise and
6 top-selling varieties
tag-shaped signs

Two sizes — the original 18" x 45" and the
new 17" x 30" mini size, printed 2 sides

on coroplast with 4 grommets.

To order, call 877-895-8138 or
visit www.pweertified.com.

PROVEN
WINNERS

Nothing Sells Faster
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